
Rav Kreiswirth once had to deal 
with a serious medical issue.

After discussing it with his family, Rav Kreiswirth 
decided to travel to Eretz Yisroel to ask advice 

from R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon.

Correct! The list includes bikur cholim - visiting 
the sick, then interrupts with hachnasas kallah 
- providing for a bride, and then continues 
with ulvoyas hameis - escorting the dead. The 
mitzvah of hachnasas kallah acts as a barrier 
between those who are sick and those who 
die. It has the power to disrupt the natural 
process of illness to death. Get involved in 
this mitzvah, and may the zechus of this great 
mitzvah protect you with a refuah sheleimah!

Rav Kreiswirth felt energized by the Steipler’s 
advice and blessing, and immediately devoted 
a large portion of his time and energy to the 

mitzvah of hachnasas kallah.

Rav Kreiswirth was menachem avel a young widow:Rav Kreiswirth paid a visit to the specialist...

Rav Kreiswirth told the awe-inspired 
doctor about his visit to the Steipler 

Gaon and his new undertaking.

Rabbi, we 
repeated the 

scan, and I’m afraid 
that the prognosis 
is really bad... at 

best, you have 
another-

Oy! Refuah 
sheleima! Hmm... 

I’m thinking... did you 
ever notice the unusual 

placement of the words we 
say every morning based 
on the gemara Shabbos 

127?

Excuse 
me, Doctor. I 

truly appreciate 
all your efforts, 
but only G-d can 
be certain about 
life expectancy, 
not a doctor 

or even a 
specialist!

Is the Rav 
referring to “Eilu 

devorim - These are the 
items whose fruit a person 
enjoys in this world, but 

the principal remains 
intact for him in the 

World to Come”?

...Rabbi, this is 
a true miracle... 

I owe you an 
apology...

Rebbi, how am 
I going to marry 

off my 10 beautiful 
children?

Please do not 
let this question ever 

get you upset... Bli neder I 
will not let you down; I will 

undertake to pay the expenses 
to marry off all your 

children!

Doctor, It 
takes a great 

man to show such 
humility. Let me 

share with you what 
transpired since my 

last visit...

Rav Kreiswirth lived 25 years more and, true 
to his word, he paid for the wedding expenses 

of these 10 children and countless more!

...I’m personally involved 
with this orphaned bride and 
I have committed myself to 
raise all the funds for this 
girl’s wedding....May 
you be blessed...

5678-5762 1918-2001 ,cy z"y

R' Chaim Kreiswirth זַצַ״ל, was born in Wojnicz, Poland, to אַבְרָהָם יוֹסֵף and פּעֶרלָה. Upon application, he 
was tested by the יבָה ין of ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ יבַת חַכְמֵי לוּבְלִׁ ירָא זַצַ״ל) יְשִׁׁ יר שַׁפִּׁ  who was impressed by R' Chaim's ,(ר׳ מֵאִׁ
proficiency in all aspects of תּוֹרָה. At the age of 15 he was known as “the Cracow לוּי יבַת חַכְמֵי  in ”עִׁ יְשִׁׁ
ין ים He gave .לוּבְלִׁ עוּרִׁ יבָה in the שִׁׁ ים in Piaseczno on the יְשִׁׁ ידִׁ ים on סֵפֶר at age 18. His חוֹבוֹת הַתַּלְמִׁ  the) זְבָחִׁ
ים י זַצַ״ל from הַסְכָמוֹת were lost during WWII) received כְתָבִׁ ינְסקִׁ ים עוֹזֶר גְרוֹדְזִׁ ר׳ חַנוֹךְ ,מַרְחֶשֶׁת and the ר׳ חַיִׁ
יךְ יכָה who bestowed ,זַצַ״ל Eigis העֶנִׁ  the ,שָרָה upon him. In 1939, he fled to Lithuania, where he married סְמִׁ
daughter of R' Avrohom Grodzinski יחַ ) זַצַ״ל  in 1941. At אֶרֶץ יֶשְרָאֵל of Slabodka), escaping with her to מַשְׁגִׁ
the end of WWII, ים  returned to Poland to rescue Jewish children sheltered by gentiles during ר׳ חַיִׁ
the war. In 1947, ים יבָה moved to the United States where he served as ר׳ חַיִׁ  in Skokie, Ill. He was ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
famous for his word-for-word knowledge of י י ,בַבְלִׁ ״י ,יְרוּשַׁלְמִׁ  and much more. In 1953, he ,תּוֹסָפוֹת ,רַשִׁׁ

moved to Antwerp, serving as ין ירָה until his מָרָא דְאַתְרָא / אַב בֵית דִׁ  .פְּטִׁ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

אֵל צַלְּ ר׳  was born in Frankfurt, Germany to ,זַצַ״ל Rakow ר׳ בְּ
מַן הוּדִית and (studied in Volozhin) יוֹם טוֹב לִפְּ  ,In 1939 .חַנָה יְּ
after Kristalnacht, his family was granted asylum in England. 

Before his וָה  By age 18 he .תּוֹרַת אֶמֶת he learned in R' Schneider’s ,בַר מִצְּ
joined the Gateshead כּוֹלֵל under R' Dessler זַצַ״ל, where he received מִיכָה  סְּ
and was recognized a גָאוֹן. He married יָם  Shakowitzky (daughter of the מִרְּ
Gateshead 3 (רָב years later. In 1956, אֵל צַלְּ  ,moved to Montreaux ר׳ בְּ
Switzerland, to serve as שִׁיבָה  where he developed a close ,עֵץ חַיִים of ראֹשׁ יְּ
relationship with the Brisker רָב. In 1964, following his father-in-law's טִירָה  ,פְּ
he returned to Gateshead as its new רָב. He led a vibrant and loyal הִילָה  for קְּ
40 years, and authored כַת יוֹם טוֹב  .בִרְּ

 כ' תמוז
5687 – 5763 
1927 – 2003 

R' Betzalel Rakow זַצַ״ל led his unique and loyal 
Gateshead community for 40 years and 
made it into an עִיר וְאֵם בְיִשְרָאֵל, a most 
glorious and outstanding Jewish city. He 
oversaw every עִנְיָן דְקְדֻשָה from ְחִנּוּך, to 
 and everything in הַשְקָפָה to ,צְנִיעוּת
between. It is said that, after arriving in 
 once said זַצַ״ל the Brisker Rov ,אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל
that if he could not live in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, the 
one place he would be happy to live is 
Gateshead. R' Shach זַצַ״ל once told someone 
that R' Rakow is among the last remnants of the real  
 !רַבָנֵי לִיטָא
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ינְחָס    תּוֹךְ הָעֵדָה … וַיַרְא פִּ קַח רֹמַח בְיָדוֹ … וַיָקָם מִּ דְקֹר אֶת שְנֵיהֶם … וַיִּ … וַיִּ
דְבָר כד:ז שְרָאֵל )בַמִּ ח(.-וַתֵּעָצַר הַמַגֵפָה מֵעַל בְנֵי יִּ  

 And ינְחָס  saw … And he stood up from within the assembly פִּ
… and he took a spear in his hand … and he pierced them both … and 
the plague was halted from upon שְרָאֵל  .בְנֵי יִּ
 This week’s פָרָשָה ends with the story of ינְחָס  who witnessed פִּ
a terrible breech in the קְדֻשָה of שְרָאֵל  He took a spear in his hand .כְלַל יִּ
and, with holy zeal, killed י מְרִּ יא the זִּ מְעוֹן of נָשִּ י  together with שֵבֶט שִּ כָזְבִּ
לְשֵם  This zealous act of killing .מוֹאָב the daughter of the king of ,בַת צוּר
שְרָאֵל broke the plague that had caused 24,000 people from ,ד׳  to כְלַל יִּ
die. 
 Although ינְחָס  and the grandchild of אֶלְעָזָר was the son of פִּ
ינְחָס at that time. Only later on (in כֹהֵן he was not a ,אַהֲרֹן  was (פָרָשַת פִּ
he rewarded by ד׳ with the extra קְדֻשָה of becoming a כֹהֵן. His other 
cousins, who were born after אַהֲרֹן was anointed as כֹהֵן, received their 
status and honor of being a כֹהֵן through their lineage to אַהֲרֹן. Since 
ינְחָס  he ,מֹשֶה by כֹהֵן גָדוֹל was anointed as the אַהֲרֹן was born before פִּ
was not given the קְדֻשָה of becoming a כֹהֵן.   
 R' Gedalya Schorr זַצַ״ל notes that י הַלָכָה  kills כֹהֵן if a ,עַל פִּ
someone, he is not allowed to perform any עֲבוֹדָה, service in the  בֵית
קְדָש ינְחָס It is only because .הַמִּ  at the time when he כֹהֵן was not yet a פִּ

killed י מְרִּ  .עֲבוֹדָה that he did not invalidate himself from doing the זִּ
When ינְחָס י killed פִּ מְרִּ  it was on behalf, and for the good, of the ,זִּ
Jewish people; nevertheless, it was not a role a כֹהֵן could fulfill and 
continue doing the עֲבוֹדָה in the קְדָש ינְחָס .בֵית הַמִּ  did this act with the פִּ
purest of intentions — he saw the tremendous לּוּל ד׳  desecration of ,חִּ
 s honor — he demonstrated that he had’ד׳ s name, and was hurt for’ד׳
the attributes of an ideal כֹהֵן and was rewarded by being given that 
charge. 
 Only ד׳, Who sees the total picture, possesses a breadth of 
the real perspective, which no person can fathom. ד׳ put ינְחָס  at each ,פִּ
stage of his life, in the position that was the best for him at that 
particular time. ינְחָס  instead of focusing on the negative, was able to ,פִּ
take advantage of his situation and this was the moment that he 
needed to be eternally successful.  
 In our own experiences, there will be times we may have a 
glimpse of an answer to why ד׳ does something that we do not 
understand … sometimes it will take a couple of days/weeks/months/
years … sometimes — as with ינְחָס  half a lifetime … and many — פִּ
times it will not come at all. Our not knowing why ד׳ does something, 
however, does not change the fact that ד׳ loves us and custom tailors 
our life's circumstances for our good. Adapted from:  ספר אור גדליהו  
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ֹּאמֶר    ם בַבֹּקֶר וַי לְעָּ ם בִּ י … וַיָּקָּ תִּ י מֵאֵן ה׳ לְתִּ כֶםכִּ מָּ לַהֲלֹךְ עִּ  
ם  לְעָּ  refuses ה׳ arose in the morning and said, “… for בִּ
to allow me to go with you. (ר כב:יג דְבָּ   (בַמִּ
כֶם  מָּ  to go with you — but rather, with — לַהֲלֹךְ עִּ
officers greater than you. We learn from here that ם לְעָּ  was בִּ
arrogant (״י  (רַשִּ
 The שְנָּה ה  :(אָבוֹת ה׳:כ״ב) states מִּ י שֶיֶש בְיָּדוֹ שְלֹשָּ ל מִּ כָּ
ים,  ים אֲחֵרִּ רִּ ה דְבָּ ינוּ; וּשְלֹשָּ ם אָבִּ הָּ יו שֶל אַבְרָּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ לוּ, הוּא מִּ ים הַלָּ רִּ דְבָּ
ה,  לָּ ה, וְנֶפֶש שְפָּ ה, וְרוּחַ נְמוּכָּ ן טוֹבָּ ע. עַיִּ שָּ רָּ ם הָּ לְעָּ יו שֶל בִּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ הוּא מִּ
יו   ידָּ ה, תַלְמִּ בָּ ה, וְנֶפֶש רְחָּ ה, וְרוּחַ גְבוֹהָּ עָּ ן רָּ ינוּ. עַיִּ ם אָבִּ הָּ יו שֶל אַבְרָּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ
ע. שָּ רָּ ם הָּ לְעָּ  Whoever has the following three character — שֶל בִּ
traits, he is among the disciples of ּינו ם אָבִּ הָּ  and [whoever ;אַבְרָּ
has] three different traits, he is among the disciples of the 
wicked ם לְעָּ  Those who have a good eye, a humble spirit, and .בִּ
an understanding soul are the disciples of ּינו ם אָבִּ הָּ  those ;אַבְרָּ
who have an evil eye, an arrogant spirit and a greedy soul are 
the disciples of the wicked ם לְעָּ  .בִּ
שְלֵי טז:ה) said שְלֹמֹּה הַמֶלֶךְ  ל גְבַהּ לֵב“ ,(מִּ  — תוֹעֲבַת ה׳ כָּ
Despicable to ה׳ are of all arrogant heart,” and (שְלֵי טז:ה  ,(מִּ
רְאַת ה׳“ ה יִּ וָּ  On the heels of humility comes the fear of — עֵקֶב עֲנָּ
  ”.ה׳
 In his famous גֶרֶת ה“ :writes רַמְבַ״ן ,אִּ וָּ  is the finest of עֲנָּ
all admirable traits.” A ה  is selfish and self-centered. He בַעַל גַאֲוָּ
is unconcerned and out of touch with the feelings and needs 
of other people. By contrast, an ו נָּ  is always aware of other עָּ
people’s sensitivities and needs. The ו נָּ  seeks to honor others עָּ
at every opportunity and is pleasant to everyone in every 
situation.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Yaakov Bender related the following story: 

 My parents used to spend their summers in a 
bungalow colony which had many outstanding ים מִּ ידֵי חֲכָּ  תַלְמִּ
among its residents. Among these ים מִּ ידֵי חֲכָּ  was a תַלְמִּ
wheelchair bound invalid who had suffered a stroke at a 
relatively young age. 
 Every summer, Rav Moshe Feinstein, זַצַ״ל, would 
come to visit this ם כָּ יד חָּ  We always had advance notice of .תַלְמִּ
Rav Moshe’s visit and I can assure you that the day of his visit 
was a sort of “יוֹם טוֹב” for us. All the boys wore white shirts, 
and everyone waited with anticipation for the דוֹל הַדוֹר  to גָּ
arrive. 
 A semi-circle of lawn chairs would be arranged for 
these occasions, as many of the renowned “scholars in 
residence” would join Rav Moshe and the invalid whom he had 
come to visit. They would sit and discuss ה  topics, as תוֹרָּ
everyone else looked on in respectful awe and silence. 
 One year, not long after the men were seated, a 
number of boys approached and began to snap pictures. 
Flashbulbs popped repeatedly, until, finally, one of the older 
men called out, “Enough, enough already! Stop talking 
pictures!” 
 Rav Moshe, however, smiled in his very sweet, kind 
way, and said, (in Yiddish), “They are children, and they want 
to take pictures — let them!” 
 Then, this אוֹן יק and גָּ  did something that no one צַדִּ
present will ever forget. Rav Moshe smoothed out his frock, 
sat up straight, and smiled wide as he posed for the many 
pictures that the young photographers proceeded to snap. 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ
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ט׳-ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳: ח׳  
*The closer a relative, the higher the level of precedence when it comes 
to performing any חֶסֶד. Therefore, if a father and a brother come for a 
loan together, the father has precedence. If a י  and a father both ask רֶבִּ
for a loan, then, depending on the circumstances, the י  takes רֶבִּ
precedence, for a י י עוֹלָם הַבָא brings a person to רֶבִּ -life in the World ,חַיֵּ
To-Come. However, if the father and י  knowledge תּוֹרָה are equal in רֶבִּ
or the father had paid for the י  then the father takes precedence, for ,רֶבִּ
the father is also credited for his son’s י עוֹלָם הַבָא  .חַיֵּ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The ים ץ חַיִּ  חֶסֶד of precedence are to be applied only if the הֲלָכוֹת explains that all the חָפֵּ
has no monetary loss associated with it. If by being kind to an י  the person has a loss of ,עָנִּ
profit on a business opportunity with the יר  then it depends on whether  the significant ,עָשִּ
loss would make a real difference in his life. 

• According to some opinions, all the הֲלָכוֹת of אֲבֵלוּת 
pertaining to צָרִים  תַעֲנִית start from the night of the בֵין הַמְּ
of י״ז תַמוּז; however, the הֲלָכוֹת of תַעֲנִית do not begin until 

לוֹתעֲ   of י״ז תַמוּז. If one sleeps a נַת קֶבַע  without שְּ
stipulating that he does not want his fast to start until 

לוֹתעֲ  , he may not eat from when he wakes up. 

1. Why did the clouds split so that the sun could shine on those 
people that had sinned with נוֹת מוֹאָב  ?בְּ

2. What is the famous Aramaic saying that means “If you are the 
one who brought out an idea, then you should carry it out”? 

1. The sinners that sinned with serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה together with the ְּנוֹת מוֹאָב  were  ב
spotlighted by the sun for all to see (ָּׁׁמֶש  .(25:4 — ד״ה נֶגֶד הַש

ְּקָא .2 ְּוַנ ְּתָא אִיהוּ לֶהֱוֵי פַר ְּאִגַר ְּיָנָא ד  The one who reads the letter [i.e. the person — קַר
who proclaims the message in public], let him be the messenger [to carry out its 
contents] (ָּׁס ִּינְח  .(25:7 — ד״ה וַיַרְא פ
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who proclaims the message in public], let him be the messenger [to carry out its 
contents] (ָּׁס ִּינְח  .(25:7 — ד״ה וַיַרְא פ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

The young Bezalel Rakow זַצַ״ל was once playing around in class. 
He was sent out just after the י יָה asked a רֶבִּ  from the קוּשְׁ
יף יפּמאַן ,When his father .מַהַרַ״ם שִּ י met the ,ר׳ יוֹם טוֹב לִּ  he ,רֶבִּ
told him that Bezalel came home crying bitterly because he 
missed out on the יף רוּץ s’מַהַרַ״ם שִּ י s. The’תֵּ פוּן “ ,remarked רֶבִּ
ים װעֶט עֶפּעֶס װעֶרן!  !From him, something will become — אִּ
(Editor’s note: This is the Yiddish [and most  ַצָנוּע] way of saying, 
“From this child, you will see greatness and great נַחַת!”) 

Source: My Father, My Rebbe (Feldheim) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
  Summer has arrived, 
and with it come the 
opportunities for developing new 
friendships. Let me share with 
you the essence of an article from 
a column entitled “Here & There” 
by Ben Yitzchok (London Jewish 
Tribune): 
 “When I attend 
communal functions, I am in the 
habit of observing the little things 
which most people just brush 
aside.  
 “Last week I attended 
the 22nd annual יאָרצײט סְעוּדָה in 
memory of their father, the late 
and unforgettable R' Yomtov 
Lipman Rakow ז״ל. Sitting at the 
center of the head table, 
surrounded by many לְמִידִים  and תַּ
friends, were his two sons, R' 
Bezalel, רָב of Gateshead, and R' 
Ben Zion, the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of  ת יְשִׁיבַּ
ײֵ עוֹלָם  .Golders Green ,חַּ
 “Some יְשִׁיבָה בָחוּרִים 
were serving as waiters. When 
one of them approached the 
head table, R' Ben Zion [the elder 
of the two brothers], gave the 
waiter a wink to serve his brother 
first. As soon as the plate was 
placed before him, the 

Gateshead רָב, [R' Bezalel Rakow], 
unobtrusively, passed the plate to 
his brother. And so, the plate 
passed back and forth several 
times, until the waiter came again 
and was able to place a second 
plate in its rightful position. 
 “I am convinced they 
think nothing of it; they probably 
don’t even remember it. But for 
us, it is just one more lesson of 
 ”דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ
 My לְמִיד  if we analyze ,תַּ
this story for a moment, we can 
appreciate the important 
relationship between respect and 
brotherly love. A critical 
ingredient in any lasting 
relationship is true respect. We 
usually understand that part of 
 honor, requires that we ,כִבוּד
must respect our parents, רֶבֵײִם 
and counselors. However, as we 
can learn from the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ these 
brothers demonstrated for each 
other, both גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל in their 
own right, respect is not limited 
solely to a superior. The greater 
the respect you show towards 
your friends, the deeper your 
friendship will become. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: My father, My Rebbe (Feldheim) 

Disciples of Avraham 

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

מוּז   י״ז תַּ
מוּז אָב is second only to י״ז תַּ  as a day ט׳ בְּ
of national tragedy. Although the בִיאִים  נְּ
ordained it as a fast day to 
commemorate its role in the destruction 
of the ׁש דָּ מִקְּ ית הַּ  it simultaneously ,בֵּ
recalls four other sad events, all of 
which are mentioned in the לִיחוֹת  that סְּ
we recite on this day. The five tragedies 
of this day are: (1) ּינו בֵּ ה רַּ  broke the מֹשֶׁׁ
first set of לוּחוֹת when he came down 
from י ר סִינַּ ל and found הַּ אֵּ רָּ י יִשְּ נֵּ  בְּ
worshipping the ב הָּ זָּ ל הַּ גֶׁ יִת  During (2) .עֵּ בַּ
 ran out of sheep for כֹהֲנִים the ,רִאשׁוֹן
the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ ל and קָּ בֶׁ  was able to בָּ
breach the wall surrounding יִם לַּ רוּשָּׁ  (3) .יְּ
During נִי יִת שֵּׁ יִם the wall of ,בַּ לַּ רוּשָּׁ  was יְּ
breached on this day. (4) During נִי יִת שֵּׁ  ,בַּ
a ה ר תוֹרָּ פֶׁ  was burned in public by the סֵּ
Roman officer Apostomos. (5) An idol 
was placed in the ׁש דָּ מִקְּ ית הַּ  .בֵּ

שבעה עשר בתמוז



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ֹּאמֶר    ם בַבֹּקֶר וַי לְעָּ ם בִּ י … וַיָּקָּ תִּ י מֵאֵן ה׳ לְתִּ כֶםכִּ מָּ לַהֲלֹךְ עִּ  
ם  לְעָּ  refuses ה׳ arose in the morning and said, “… for בִּ
to allow me to go with you. (ר כב:יג דְבָּ   (בַמִּ
כֶם  מָּ  to go with you — but rather, with — לַהֲלֹךְ עִּ
officers greater than you. We learn from here that ם לְעָּ  was בִּ
arrogant (״י  (רַשִּ
 The שְנָּה ה  :(אָבוֹת ה׳:כ״ב) states מִּ י שֶיֶש בְיָּדוֹ שְלֹשָּ ל מִּ כָּ
ים,  ים אֲחֵרִּ רִּ ה דְבָּ ינוּ; וּשְלֹשָּ ם אָבִּ הָּ יו שֶל אַבְרָּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ לוּ, הוּא מִּ ים הַלָּ רִּ דְבָּ
ה,  לָּ ה, וְנֶפֶש שְפָּ ה, וְרוּחַ נְמוּכָּ ן טוֹבָּ ע. עַיִּ שָּ רָּ ם הָּ לְעָּ יו שֶל בִּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ הוּא מִּ
יו   ידָּ ה, תַלְמִּ בָּ ה, וְנֶפֶש רְחָּ ה, וְרוּחַ גְבוֹהָּ עָּ ן רָּ ינוּ. עַיִּ ם אָבִּ הָּ יו שֶל אַבְרָּ ידָּ תַלְמִּ
ע. שָּ רָּ ם הָּ לְעָּ  Whoever has the following three character — שֶל בִּ
traits, he is among the disciples of ּינו ם אָבִּ הָּ  and [whoever ;אַבְרָּ
has] three different traits, he is among the disciples of the 
wicked ם לְעָּ  Those who have a good eye, a humble spirit, and .בִּ
an understanding soul are the disciples of ּינו ם אָבִּ הָּ  those ;אַבְרָּ
who have an evil eye, an arrogant spirit and a greedy soul are 
the disciples of the wicked ם לְעָּ  .בִּ
שְלֵי טז:ה) said שְלֹמֹּה הַמֶלֶךְ  ל גְבַהּ לֵב“ ,(מִּ  — תוֹעֲבַת ה׳ כָּ
Despicable to ה׳ are of all arrogant heart,” and (שְלֵי טז:ה  ,(מִּ
רְאַת ה׳“ ה יִּ וָּ  On the heels of humility comes the fear of — עֵקֶב עֲנָּ
  ”.ה׳
 In his famous גֶרֶת ה“ :writes רַמְבַ״ן ,אִּ וָּ  is the finest of עֲנָּ
all admirable traits.” A ה  is selfish and self-centered. He בַעַל גַאֲוָּ
is unconcerned and out of touch with the feelings and needs 
of other people. By contrast, an ו נָּ  is always aware of other עָּ
people’s sensitivities and needs. The ו נָּ  seeks to honor others עָּ
at every opportunity and is pleasant to everyone in every 
situation.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Rabbi Yaakov Bender related the following story: 

 My parents used to spend their summers in a 
bungalow colony which had many outstanding ים מִּ ידֵי חֲכָּ  תַלְמִּ
among its residents. Among these ים מִּ ידֵי חֲכָּ  was a תַלְמִּ
wheelchair bound invalid who had suffered a stroke at a 
relatively young age. 
 Every summer, Rav Moshe Feinstein, זַצַ״ל, would 
come to visit this ם כָּ יד חָּ  We always had advance notice of .תַלְמִּ
Rav Moshe’s visit and I can assure you that the day of his visit 
was a sort of “יוֹם טוֹב” for us. All the boys wore white shirts, 
and everyone waited with anticipation for the דוֹל הַדוֹר  to גָּ
arrive. 
 A semi-circle of lawn chairs would be arranged for 
these occasions, as many of the renowned “scholars in 
residence” would join Rav Moshe and the invalid whom he had 
come to visit. They would sit and discuss ה  topics, as תוֹרָּ
everyone else looked on in respectful awe and silence. 
 One year, not long after the men were seated, a 
number of boys approached and began to snap pictures. 
Flashbulbs popped repeatedly, until, finally, one of the older 
men called out, “Enough, enough already! Stop talking 
pictures!” 
 Rav Moshe, however, smiled in his very sweet, kind 
way, and said, (in Yiddish), “They are children, and they want 
to take pictures — let them!” 
 Then, this אוֹן יק and גָּ  did something that no one צַדִּ
present will ever forget. Rav Moshe smoothed out his frock, 
sat up straight, and smiled wide as he posed for the many 
pictures that the young photographers proceeded to snap. 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

ט׳-ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳: ח׳  
*The closer a relative, the higher the level of precedence when it comes 
to performing any חֶסֶד. Therefore, if a father and a brother come for a 
loan together, the father has precedence. If a י  and a father both ask רֶבִּ
for a loan, then, depending on the circumstances, the י  takes רֶבִּ
precedence, for a י י עוֹלָם הַבָא brings a person to רֶבִּ -life in the World ,חַיֵּ
To-Come. However, if the father and י  knowledge תּוֹרָה are equal in רֶבִּ
or the father had paid for the י  then the father takes precedence, for ,רֶבִּ
the father is also credited for his son’s י עוֹלָם הַבָא  .חַיֵּ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The ים ץ חַיִּ  חֶסֶד of precedence are to be applied only if the הֲלָכוֹת explains that all the חָפֵּ
has no monetary loss associated with it. If by being kind to an י  the person has a loss of ,עָנִּ
profit on a business opportunity with the יר  then it depends on whether  the significant ,עָשִּ
loss would make a real difference in his life. 

• According to some opinions, all the הֲלָכוֹת of אֲבֵלוּת 
pertaining to צָרִים  תַעֲנִית start from the night of the בֵין הַמְּ
of י״ז תַמוּז; however, the הֲלָכוֹת of תַעֲנִית do not begin until 

לוֹתעֲ   of י״ז תַמוּז. If one sleeps a נַת קֶבַע  without שְּ
stipulating that he does not want his fast to start until 

לוֹתעֲ  , he may not eat from when he wakes up. 

1. Why did the clouds split so that the sun could shine on those 
people that had sinned with נוֹת מוֹאָב  ?בְּ

2. What is the famous Aramaic saying that means “If you are the 
one who brought out an idea, then you should carry it out”? 

1. The sinners that sinned with serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה together with the ְּנוֹת מוֹאָב  were  ב
spotlighted by the sun for all to see (ָּׁׁמֶש  .(25:4 — ד״ה נֶגֶד הַש

ְּקָא .2 ְּוַנ ְּתָא אִיהוּ לֶהֱוֵי פַר ְּאִגַר ְּיָנָא ד  The one who reads the letter [i.e. the person — קַר
who proclaims the message in public], let him be the messenger [to carry out its 
contents] (ָּׁס ִּינְח  .(25:7 — ד״ה וַיַרְא פ
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(Editor’s note: This is the Yiddish [and most  ַצָנוּע] way of saying, 
“From this child, you will see greatness and great נַחַת!”) 

Source: My Father, My Rebbe (Feldheim) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
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and with it come the 
opportunities for developing new 
friendships. Let me share with 
you the essence of an article from 
a column entitled “Here & There” 
by Ben Yitzchok (London Jewish 
Tribune): 
 “When I attend 
communal functions, I am in the 
habit of observing the little things 
which most people just brush 
aside.  
 “Last week I attended 
the 22nd annual יאָרצײט סְעוּדָה in 
memory of their father, the late 
and unforgettable R' Yomtov 
Lipman Rakow ז״ל. Sitting at the 
center of the head table, 
surrounded by many לְמִידִים  and תַּ
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ײֵ עוֹלָם  .Golders Green ,חַּ
 “Some יְשִׁיבָה בָחוּרִים 
were serving as waiters. When 
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ordained it as a fast day to 
commemorate its role in the destruction 
of the ׁש דָּ מִקְּ ית הַּ  it simultaneously ,בֵּ
recalls four other sad events, all of 
which are mentioned in the לִיחוֹת  that סְּ
we recite on this day. The five tragedies 
of this day are: (1) ּינו בֵּ ה רַּ  broke the מֹשֶׁׁ
first set of לוּחוֹת when he came down 
from י ר סִינַּ ל and found הַּ אֵּ רָּ י יִשְּ נֵּ  בְּ
worshipping the ב הָּ זָּ ל הַּ גֶׁ יִת  During (2) .עֵּ בַּ
 ran out of sheep for כֹהֲנִים the ,רִאשׁוֹן
the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ ל and קָּ בֶׁ  was able to בָּ
breach the wall surrounding יִם לַּ רוּשָּׁ  (3) .יְּ
During נִי יִת שֵּׁ יִם the wall of ,בַּ לַּ רוּשָּׁ  was יְּ
breached on this day. (4) During נִי יִת שֵּׁ  ,בַּ
a ה ר תוֹרָּ פֶׁ  was burned in public by the סֵּ
Roman officer Apostomos. (5) An idol 
was placed in the ׁש דָּ מִקְּ ית הַּ  .בֵּ

שבעה עשר בתמוז



Rav Kreiswirth once had to deal 
with a serious medical issue.

After discussing it with his family, Rav Kreiswirth 
decided to travel to Eretz Yisroel to ask advice 

from R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon.

Correct! The list includes bikur cholim - visiting 
the sick, then interrupts with hachnasas kallah 
- providing for a bride, and then continues 
with ulvoyas hameis - escorting the dead. The 
mitzvah of hachnasas kallah acts as a barrier 
between those who are sick and those who 
die. It has the power to disrupt the natural 
process of illness to death. Get involved in 
this mitzvah, and may the zechus of this great 
mitzvah protect you with a refuah sheleimah!

Rav Kreiswirth felt energized by the Steipler’s 
advice and blessing, and immediately devoted 
a large portion of his time and energy to the 

mitzvah of hachnasas kallah.

Rav Kreiswirth was menachem avel a young widow:Rav Kreiswirth paid a visit to the specialist...

Rav Kreiswirth told the awe-inspired 
doctor about his visit to the Steipler 

Gaon and his new undertaking.

Rabbi, we 
repeated the 

scan, and I’m afraid 
that the prognosis 
is really bad... at 

best, you have 
another-

Oy! Refuah 
sheleima! Hmm... 

I’m thinking... did you 
ever notice the unusual 

placement of the words we 
say every morning based 
on the gemara Shabbos 

127?

Excuse 
me, Doctor. I 

truly appreciate 
all your efforts, 
but only G-d can 
be certain about 
life expectancy, 
not a doctor 

or even a 
specialist!

Is the Rav 
referring to “Eilu 

devorim - These are the 
items whose fruit a person 
enjoys in this world, but 

the principal remains 
intact for him in the 

World to Come”?

...Rabbi, this is 
a true miracle... 

I owe you an 
apology...

Rebbi, how am 
I going to marry 

off my 10 beautiful 
children?

Please do not 
let this question ever 

get you upset... Bli neder I 
will not let you down; I will 

undertake to pay the expenses 
to marry off all your 

children!

Doctor, It 
takes a great 

man to show such 
humility. Let me 

share with you what 
transpired since my 

last visit...

Rav Kreiswirth lived 25 years more and, true 
to his word, he paid for the wedding expenses 

of these 10 children and countless more!

...I’m personally involved 
with this orphaned bride and 
I have committed myself to 
raise all the funds for this 
girl’s wedding....May 
you be blessed...

5678-5762 1918-2001 ,cy z"y

R' Chaim Kreiswirth זַצַ״ל, was born in Wojnicz, Poland, to אַבְרָהָם יוֹסֵף and פּעֶרלָה. Upon application, he 
was tested by the יבָה ין of ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ יבַת חַכְמֵי לוּבְלִׁ ירָא זַצַ״ל) יְשִׁׁ יר שַׁפִּׁ  who was impressed by R' Chaim's ,(ר׳ מֵאִׁ
proficiency in all aspects of תּוֹרָה. At the age of 15 he was known as “the Cracow לוּי יבַת חַכְמֵי  in ”עִׁ יְשִׁׁ
ין ים He gave .לוּבְלִׁ עוּרִׁ יבָה in the שִׁׁ ים in Piaseczno on the יְשִׁׁ ידִׁ ים on סֵפֶר at age 18. His חוֹבוֹת הַתַּלְמִׁ  the) זְבָחִׁ
ים י זַצַ״ל from הַסְכָמוֹת were lost during WWII) received כְתָבִׁ ינְסקִׁ ים עוֹזֶר גְרוֹדְזִׁ ר׳ חַנוֹךְ ,מַרְחֶשֶׁת and the ר׳ חַיִׁ
יךְ יכָה who bestowed ,זַצַ״ל Eigis העֶנִׁ  the ,שָרָה upon him. In 1939, he fled to Lithuania, where he married סְמִׁ
daughter of R' Avrohom Grodzinski יחַ ) זַצַ״ל  in 1941. At אֶרֶץ יֶשְרָאֵל of Slabodka), escaping with her to מַשְׁגִׁ
the end of WWII, ים  returned to Poland to rescue Jewish children sheltered by gentiles during ר׳ חַיִׁ
the war. In 1947, ים יבָה moved to the United States where he served as ר׳ חַיִׁ  in Skokie, Ill. He was ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
famous for his word-for-word knowledge of י י ,בַבְלִׁ ״י ,יְרוּשַׁלְמִׁ  and much more. In 1953, he ,תּוֹסָפוֹת ,רַשִׁׁ

moved to Antwerp, serving as ין ירָה until his מָרָא דְאַתְרָא / אַב בֵית דִׁ  .פְּטִׁ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

אֵל צַלְּ ר׳  was born in Frankfurt, Germany to ,זַצַ״ל Rakow ר׳ בְּ
מַן הוּדִית and (studied in Volozhin) יוֹם טוֹב לִפְּ  ,In 1939 .חַנָה יְּ
after Kristalnacht, his family was granted asylum in England. 

Before his וָה  By age 18 he .תּוֹרַת אֶמֶת he learned in R' Schneider’s ,בַר מִצְּ
joined the Gateshead כּוֹלֵל under R' Dessler זַצַ״ל, where he received מִיכָה  סְּ
and was recognized a גָאוֹן. He married יָם  Shakowitzky (daughter of the מִרְּ
Gateshead 3 (רָב years later. In 1956, אֵל צַלְּ  ,moved to Montreaux ר׳ בְּ
Switzerland, to serve as שִׁיבָה  where he developed a close ,עֵץ חַיִים of ראֹשׁ יְּ
relationship with the Brisker רָב. In 1964, following his father-in-law's טִירָה  ,פְּ
he returned to Gateshead as its new רָב. He led a vibrant and loyal הִילָה  for קְּ
40 years, and authored כַת יוֹם טוֹב  .בִרְּ

 כ' תמוז
5687 – 5763 
1927 – 2003 

R' Betzalel Rakow זַצַ״ל led his unique and loyal 
Gateshead community for 40 years and 
made it into an עִיר וְאֵם בְיִשְרָאֵל, a most 
glorious and outstanding Jewish city. He 
oversaw every עִנְיָן דְקְדֻשָה from ְחִנּוּך, to 
 and everything in הַשְקָפָה to ,צְנִיעוּת
between. It is said that, after arriving in 
 once said זַצַ״ל the Brisker Rov ,אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל
that if he could not live in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, the 
one place he would be happy to live is 
Gateshead. R' Shach זַצַ״ל once told someone 
that R' Rakow is among the last remnants of the real  
 !רַבָנֵי לִיטָא
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ינְחָס    תּוֹךְ הָעֵדָה … וַיַרְא פִּ קַח רֹמַח בְיָדוֹ … וַיָקָם מִּ דְקֹר אֶת שְנֵיהֶם … וַיִּ … וַיִּ
דְבָר כד:ז שְרָאֵל )בַמִּ ח(.-וַתֵּעָצַר הַמַגֵפָה מֵעַל בְנֵי יִּ  

 And ינְחָס  saw … And he stood up from within the assembly פִּ
… and he took a spear in his hand … and he pierced them both … and 
the plague was halted from upon שְרָאֵל  .בְנֵי יִּ
 This week’s פָרָשָה ends with the story of ינְחָס  who witnessed פִּ
a terrible breech in the קְדֻשָה of שְרָאֵל  He took a spear in his hand .כְלַל יִּ
and, with holy zeal, killed י מְרִּ יא the זִּ מְעוֹן of נָשִּ י  together with שֵבֶט שִּ כָזְבִּ
לְשֵם  This zealous act of killing .מוֹאָב the daughter of the king of ,בַת צוּר
שְרָאֵל broke the plague that had caused 24,000 people from ,ד׳  to כְלַל יִּ
die. 
 Although ינְחָס  and the grandchild of אֶלְעָזָר was the son of פִּ
ינְחָס at that time. Only later on (in כֹהֵן he was not a ,אַהֲרֹן  was (פָרָשַת פִּ
he rewarded by ד׳ with the extra קְדֻשָה of becoming a כֹהֵן. His other 
cousins, who were born after אַהֲרֹן was anointed as כֹהֵן, received their 
status and honor of being a כֹהֵן through their lineage to אַהֲרֹן. Since 
ינְחָס  he ,מֹשֶה by כֹהֵן גָדוֹל was anointed as the אַהֲרֹן was born before פִּ
was not given the קְדֻשָה of becoming a כֹהֵן.   
 R' Gedalya Schorr זַצַ״ל notes that י הַלָכָה  kills כֹהֵן if a ,עַל פִּ
someone, he is not allowed to perform any עֲבוֹדָה, service in the  בֵית
קְדָש ינְחָס It is only because .הַמִּ  at the time when he כֹהֵן was not yet a פִּ

killed י מְרִּ  .עֲבוֹדָה that he did not invalidate himself from doing the זִּ
When ינְחָס י killed פִּ מְרִּ  it was on behalf, and for the good, of the ,זִּ
Jewish people; nevertheless, it was not a role a כֹהֵן could fulfill and 
continue doing the עֲבוֹדָה in the קְדָש ינְחָס .בֵית הַמִּ  did this act with the פִּ
purest of intentions — he saw the tremendous לּוּל ד׳  desecration of ,חִּ
 s honor — he demonstrated that he had’ד׳ s name, and was hurt for’ד׳
the attributes of an ideal כֹהֵן and was rewarded by being given that 
charge. 
 Only ד׳, Who sees the total picture, possesses a breadth of 
the real perspective, which no person can fathom. ד׳ put ינְחָס  at each ,פִּ
stage of his life, in the position that was the best for him at that 
particular time. ינְחָס  instead of focusing on the negative, was able to ,פִּ
take advantage of his situation and this was the moment that he 
needed to be eternally successful.  
 In our own experiences, there will be times we may have a 
glimpse of an answer to why ד׳ does something that we do not 
understand … sometimes it will take a couple of days/weeks/months/
years … sometimes — as with ינְחָס  half a lifetime … and many — פִּ
times it will not come at all. Our not knowing why ד׳ does something, 
however, does not change the fact that ד׳ loves us and custom tailors 
our life's circumstances for our good. Adapted from:  ספר אור גדליהו  
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